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CHIEF MALKIN: Today's date is December 
10th. It's 1813 hours this is Battalion 
Chief Malkin, Safety Battalion. I'm 
conducting an interview with firefighter 
Stanley Trojanowski, first grade, Engine 
238. We're at the quarters of 238. There's 
nobody else present in the room. This 
interview is related to the events of 
September 11th, and what follows is the 
interview. 

Q. You start out from in quarters. When 
did you get the run? 

A. We received the run a little after 
9:00. We responded on the fifth alarm to the 
initial building that was hit by the airplane. 

We made our way down Barclay Street. We tried to 
make a left-hand turn on West Side Highway or 
West Street, but it was all congested with 
traffic. So we left the rig on West Street. 
Actually I stayed with the rig on West, between 
Barclay and Vesey on West. 

The guys responded to the command post 

which is at Liberty Street and West, and I stayed 


with the rig. I hooked up, got a little bit of 
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pressure, just enough for an inch and 
three-quarter, which wasn't even sufficient 
because it read zero from the hydrant pressure on 
the gauge. I had a little bit of water. Sol 
tried to be prepared there. 

That's it. Later on to see what was 
going on, I listened to the radio. I saw some 
people jumping eventually. First I thought it 
was debris from the airplane that hit or maybe 
from the building itself, or birds. Once the 
people got closer, I could see they were actual 
human beings. 

After the collapse of number Two World 
Trade Center, which I actually thought was a bomb 
that went off because the north tower was 
blocking my view, debris and everything started 
falling, people were running. I hid underneath 
the scaffolding on Barclay; I'm pretty much sure 
it was Barclay and west. 

Things cleared up a little. I started 
up the stair and tried to wash off anyone that 
was still trying to escape from the collapse and 
tried to help as many people as I could, this and 


that. 
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I tried to contact the company. I was 
pretty much sure I made contact. Someone 
responded. I remember hearing "Engine 238," but 
it sort of seemed like a response to my calling 
them. I heard everyone was supposedly all right, 
which wasn't true, which might not even been a 
response to my calls on the handy talky. 

The north tower came down, and I got 
hit with some debris. I remember getting banged 
up to the divider by the rig which was in the 
street. I made my way underneath the scaffolding 
again and just tried to outlast the collapse, 
which I thought was just another bomb going off. 

I'm trying to remember of anyone who's 
still missing or was missing that I had seen. I 
can't recall. 

Q. Did your unit come back, your guys come 
back to the rig at some time? 

A. After the second collapse I radioed 
again to see if they're okay. I had a response, 
or all I caught was part of a response. I 
thought it was them again. So I started looking 
around for them. I went to the north overpass. 


The response supposedly mentioned they 
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were at the north overpass. I looked around 
underneath the overpass, because it was partially 
collapsed on the south side, rigs sticking out on 
the north side, burning, this and that. No one 
there. 

I was trying to put out some fires. I 
used about 20 extinguishers. I tried to put out 
car fires there, and some of the rigs burning. I 
tried to keep it from escalating even worse just 
in case we had people trapped in there still 
alive so they don't burn to death. 

The debris on Vesey between Vesey and 
number Seven World Trade Center, three and a half 
was the seven, and a couple of civilians helped 
me stretch that. We had a little bit of water in 
the three and a half that was stretched from 
another company north of me on West Street. The 
tower ladder was in front of Six World Trade 
Center, I guess, because it was just north of the 
pedestrian bridge. We couldn't put it out. It 
was five or six stories high, the debris, I'm 
going to Say. 

I helped tried to get a couple of 


firemen out of the debris and managed to work 
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with other firemen to get one fireman out. He 
was in cardiac arrest, bleeding. About five 
surgeons were dropped off in the area that came 
over to me, asking where they could respond, 
where they could help, this and that. 

I knew the command post on Liberty 
Street was annihilated or whatever you want to 
call it. One of them went with the ambulance 
with an unconscious fireman to the hospital. The 
other one -- I had no clue where the command post 


was because there's no way of getting through on 


the radio. 
Q. Right. 
A. There were all the important messages, 


maydays and everything. Unless you have a mayday 
I guess you don't want to interrupt important 
transmissions. So I just kept on looking for our 
guys, which took a while for me to find, a couple 
hours. I went all around. 

Q. You walked around looking for them? 

A. Yeah. I went and actually met up with 
some of the guys from our firehouse on Church 
Street. The last transmission I heard was north 


of the pedestrian overpass, the north overpass. 
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I walked around there for a while, asked the guys 
that I knew. They said they had seen two of our 
guys, so I knew at least two of the guys were 
alive. I just kept on looking. When we met up, 
we came back to West Street where my rig was just 
to see what I could do. 

There were a lot of things in between 
that come to my mind now. I helped them stretch 
a line from the rig north of me to the tower 
ladder. Everyone was doing what they could. 
Later on we helped a marine company, because we 
had no supply of water at all on the west side. 
So we helped the marine company with three and a 
half inch hose. We got them off other rigs. We 
supplied a pumper, I guess it would be, on North 
End Avenue. 

Q. Stretched a line from the marine 
company onto North End Avenue? 

A. North End Avenue. We managed to get a 
pumper that was still working. We drove it over 
there. A chauffeur from that company stayed with 
that. Actually he wasn't the chauffeur that 
responded with the company, but he was from that 


company and he was a chauffeur. 
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So he manned that rig while we helped 
to stretch a three and a half from that pumper to 
the other pumper which was closer to West. I was 
like in-line pumping to get some supply of water. 

Q. After the tower two went down, where 
were you after the first one went down? 

A. I was there the whole time. 

Q. Still up by Barclay Street? 

A. Yeah, at Barclay. That's where our rig 
was, on West between Vesey and Barclay; actually 
closer to Barclay, close to the corner. 

Q. Right. 

A. Because the hydrant I had was around 
the corner on Barclay. 

Q. Did you ever see the command post where 
Ganci was or the chaplain or anything? 

A. No. 

Q. After the first building went down, did 
you see companies, where they were, any 
particular firemen or companies, where they were 
working or anything like that? No, you were 
remote; right? At least a block away? 

A. Yeah. 


Q. Okay. 
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A. There were a lot of cops in the area. 

Q. Yeah. 

A. Scattering. 

Q. How did you wrap it up? Total debris, 
you were hooked up over here, you stretched all 
these lines? You worked there into the night, 
would you say? You worked there all day? 

A. Yeah, I was there. Yeah, I was there 
until Wednesday. I found our officer just south 
of the pedestrian north overpass. 

Q. Late in the day when you found him? 

A. Yeah. Actually someone else mentioned 
they found him late in the day. It was dark 
already. 

Q. Did 238 guys get together all at once 
or in dribs and drabs they got together or did 
you find each other at the scene? 

A. Yeah, we were looking for each other. 
Actually everybody was looking for each other, 
from what I heard. 

Q. How late did you stay at the scene? 

A. Until Wednesday. I got banged around a 
little when the second one came down, the north 


one. There was debris flying this and there. 
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I really don't like to talk about it 
much. 
CHIEF MALKIN: This concludes the 
interview with fireman Trojanowski, Engine 
238. I thank him for the interview. The 


time is now 1826 hours. 


